
The City of Barstow actively provides the full range of municipal services except for retail water and fire 
protection. Water services are provided by the private Golden State Water Company. Since November 2010 
the Barstow Fire Protection District is a subsidiary district of the City, the city council is the ex-board of 
directors of the District (link below). The Odessa Water District is a subsidiary district of the City, although it 
does not actively provide wholesale or retail water service.  The City operates with governmental funds and 
reports three major business-type funds: wastewater reclamation, solid waste disposal, and transit services. 
Redevelopment activities have been removed for all years to normalize for the dissolution of redevelopment 
agencies effective February 1, 2012. For additional information please see the City’s Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report (CAFR) at http://www.barstowca.org/city-hall/city-departments/finance/cafr.

Barstow Fire Protection District
Odessa Water District

City of Barstow
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http://sbclafco.org/FiscalIndicators/SubsidiaryDistricts/BarstowFPD.aspx
http://sbclafco.org/FiscalIndicators/IndependentDistricts/OdessaWaterDistrict.aspx


Change in Assessed Value

Description
There is a correlation between assessed property value and the receipt of the general property tax levy.

Formula:
change in tax roll 
value/beginning tax 
roll value

Source:
County Auditor - 
Agency Net 
Valuations

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

($96,386,878) ($34,232,808) ($3,950,984) ($48,384,976) $14,563,519

$1,565,856,782 $1,531,623,974 $1,527,672,990 $1,479,288,014 $1,493,851,533

-6.2% -2.2% -0.3% -3.3% 1.0%

Agency Response

City of Barstow

Report Created:11/3/2016
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Property Tax Revenue

Description
This indicator will have more importance for those agencies heavily reliant upon property tax revenues. As this 
revenue source is relatively stable and lags about two years behind changes in market conditions, this indicator can 
potentially depict the level of stability of an agency’s revenue base. 

Formula:
property tax revenue

Source:
Statement of 
Activities; Statement 
of Revenues, 
Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund 
Balance/Net Position

Agency Response

City of Barstow

Report Created:11/3/2016
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Sales Tax Revenue (cities)

Description
This indicator can help agencies determine the levels of sales tax revenue that are more sensitive to changes in the 
economic conditions, possibly impacting their abilities to fund and provide services. 

Formula:
sales tax revenue

Source:
Statement of 
Activities

Agency Response

City of Barstow
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General Fund Revenue (cities)

Description
In most cases, as the percentage of general revenues decreases, a local government loses its ability to respond to 
changing conditions and to citizens’ needs and demands. Decreases in general revenue may also indicate over-
dependence on external revenues which are often restricted in nature and could signal future difficulty in maintaining 
service levels. A ratio of one or higher indicates that the service is self-supporting.

Formula:
general fund 
revenue/general fund 
expenditures

Source:
Statement of 
Revenues, 
Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund 
Balance

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

$16,113,506 $16,642,830 $17,537,364 $17,416,244 $18,103,251

$17,700,547 $18,497,236 $18,447,957 $18,805,015 $19,295,136

0.9 0.9 1.0 0.9 0.9

Agency Response

City of Barstow
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5
San Bernardino LAFCO

Fiscal Indicators



Charges for Service (business)

Description
Addresses the extent to which charges for service covered total expenses. A ratio of one or higher indicates that the 
service is self-supporting.

Formula:
charges for 
service/operating 
expenses (minus 
depreciation)

Source:
Statement of 
Activities; Statement 
of Cash Flows

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

$7,757,562 $8,713,598 $8,332,508 $9,585,715 $9,786,898

$9,558,456 $10,200,740 $9,131,174 $10,485,873 $10,993,047

0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9

Agency Response

City of Barstow

Report Created:11/3/2016
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Service Obligation (governmental)

Description
Measures whether or not a government's annual revenues were sufficient to pay for annual operations. A ratio of one 
or higher indicates that a government lived within its annual revenues.

Formula:
operating 
revenue/operating 
expenditures

Source:
Statement of 
Revenues, 
Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund 
Balance

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

$22,598,441 $24,951,246 $25,589,204 $25,849,280 $30,356,832

$28,075,648 $31,794,110 $31,461,139 $40,613,626 $32,807,400

0.8 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.9

Agency Response

City of Barstow

Report Created:11/3/2016
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Liquidity

Description
Measures a government's ability to meet its short-term obligations. A high ratio suggests a government is able to meet 
its short-term obligations.

Formula:
cash & investments 
(does not include 
fiscal agents, 
restricted, or 
fiduciary)/current 
liabilities

Source:
Statement of Net 
Position

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

$53,091,706 $36,084,527 $36,280,526 $19,129,181 $16,797,168

$7,074,181 $7,402,380 $10,575,657 $10,281,352 $28,625,807

7.5 4.9 3.4 1.9 0.6

Agency Response

City of Barstow

Report Created:11/3/2016
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Change in Cash and Cash Equivalents (business)

Description
Cash and cash equivalents are the most liquid assets of an agency’s assets and can be readily converted into cash. A 
positive percent change indicates that a government's cash position has improved.

Formula:
change in cash & 
cash 
equivalents/begin 
cash & cash 
equivalents

Source:
Statement of Cash 
Flows

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

$536,791 ($3,029,327) ($1,245,388) ($2,889,930) $66,009

$7,379,834 $7,916,625 $4,887,298 $3,641,910 $751,980

7.3% -38.3% -25.5% -79.4% 8.8%

Agency Response

City of Barstow

Report Created:11/3/2016
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Debt Service (governmental)

Description
Looks at service flexibility by determining the amount of total expenditures committed to annual debt service. Service 
flexibility decreases as more resources are committed to annual debt service.

Formula:
debt 
service/operating 
expenditures

Source:
Statement of 
Revenues, 
Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund 
Balance 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

$2,854 $7,419 $447,390 $1,456,172 $466,970

$28,075,648 $31,794,110 $31,461,139 $40,613,626 $32,807,400

0.0% 0.0% 1.4% 3.6% 1.4%

Agency Response

City of Barstow

Report Created:11/3/2016
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Debt Service (business)

Description
Looks at service flexibility by determining the amount of total expenses committed to annual debt service. Service 
flexibility decreases as more resources are committed to annual debt service.

Formula:
debt 
service/operating 
expenses (minus 
depreciation)

Source:
Statement of Cash 
Flows; Statement of 
Activities

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

$418,457 $646,080 $729,643 $569,907 $746,469

$9,558,456 $10,200,740 $9,131,174 $10,485,873 $10,993,047

4.4% 6.3% 8.0% 5.4% 6.8%

Agency Response

City of Barstow

Report Created:11/3/2016
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Pension Payments

Description
This indicator depicts the relationship between the pension payments as a percentage of an agency’s total revenues. 
Due to pending updates to pension reporting requirements, the Pension Payments indicator does not show data for 
2015. GASB 68 revised and established new financial reporting for pensions effective for 2015. Effective beginning 
2017, GASB 73 and GASB 82 amend GASB 68, although implementation may occur earlier. Therefore, updates to the 
Pension Payments indicator will not occur until full implementation of GASB 73 and GASB 82.

Formula:
annual pension 
cost/total revenue

Source:
Notes; Statement of 
Revenues, 
Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund 
Balance

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

$1,521,884 $1,684,998 $1,664,776 $2,408,962 -

$32,482,870 $35,806,910 $36,335,603 $42,139,150 $42,425,335

4.7% 4.7% 4.6% 5.7% 0.0%

Agency Response

City of Barstow
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Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Payments

Description
Monitors whether the agency is able to pay or is paying the amount required to fund the OPEB system as determined 
by its actuary. 

Formula:
OPEB 
payments/OPEB 
annual cost

Source:
Notes

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

$606,944 $627,375 $648,184 $779,990 $782,382

$606,944 $627,375 $648,184 $781,600 $783,859

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 99.8% 99.8%

Agency Response

City of Barstow
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